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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 5 
August 2005 has been entered. Claims 1-3, 6-13, and 15 are pending in the 
application. Claims 4, 5, and 14 have been canceled. 

2. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. Claims 8-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Cockburn (US 6,041,930) in view of Coggswell (US 5,529,188). 

Regarding claims 8, and 1 1 , Cockburn discloses a sachet (Figures 1-4) 
comprising a semi-rigid member 11 with a weakened region 15, and a reservoir 14 
formed by a first flexible film layer 13 overlaid by second flexible film layer 12 and 
adapted to container flowable substance 19. The first flexible film layer 13 includes 
aperture region 16 and is sealed to semi-rigid member 11 over its entire area, including 
the area immediately surrounding the aperture region. Cockburn is capable of reseating 
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inasmuch as the applicant's invention and meets all limitations claimed by the applicant 
except for the aperture comprising a rupturable film component. 

Cockburn forms aperture 16 by punching a hole in film 31 at station 24. 

Coggswell discloses an aperture region (intersecting lines 30) formed on an inner 
seal from scored lines 30. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to form the aperture of Cockburn by simply scoring 
the sheet (as taught by Coggswell) instead of completely punching through the film in 
order to provide a complete double seal over the compartment and improve the strength 
of the seal while maintaining the aperture feature. 

As to claim 9, weakened region 15 of Cockburn is a score line. 

As to claim 10, second flexible film layer 12 and first flexible film layer 13 of 
Cockburn are formed from separate film members 31 and 32, which are sealed in their 
peripheral regions by rollers 34 and 35. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 1-3, 6, 7, 12, 13, and 15 define over the prior art. 

5. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

In the examiner's opinion, the prior art (as exemplified by Cockburn and Beguhn) 
neither discloses, nor fairly suggests the provision of an annular seal surrounding the 
aperture region in combination with the remaining claimed subject matter. Annular is 
defined as being of, relating to, or forming a ring. While the prior art teaches the sealing 
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of the entire surface between the two films, there appears to be no suggestion for an 
annular seal. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

6. As allowable subject matter has been indicated, applicant's reply must either 
comply with all formal requirements or specifically traverse each requirement not 
complied with. See 37 CFR 1.111(b) and MPEP § 707.07(a). 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments filed 5 August 2005 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

8. In response to the applicant's arguments concerning there being no motivation in 
Cockburn to combine with the Coggswell reference, the motivation for modifying a 
primary reference need not come from the primary reference itself, but may come from 
a secondary reference. In re Laskowski, 10 USPQ2d 1397 (Fed. Cir. 1989). 

9. In response to the applicant's arguments concerning the adherence between 
layers 13 and 11 of Cockburn, the examiner agrees that the means by which Cockburn 
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is formed would effect the adherence of the aperture region to the semi-rigid layer, 
however, when using the X-shape taught by Coggswell, the aperture of film 13 (as 
modified by the scoring of Coggswell) would still be able to be formed. Placing the 
intersection of the X-shape over the score line 15 enables the opening of the aperture 
upon breaking of the score line. Semi-rigid layer 15 actually breaks apart and separates 
upon opening, and since the portions of the scoring would be adhered to the two 
different broken sections, the opening movement shown in Figure 3 would effect the 
breaking and subsequent opening of the aperture region of film 13 (as modified by the 
scoring of Coggswell) and enable the release of the retained liquid or paste. It is noted 
that only a small opening need be provided for the release of a liquid. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gregory Pickett whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4560. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri, 11:30 AM - 8:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mickey Yu can be reached on 571-272-4562. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Greg Pickett 

Examiner 

7 October 2005 




Mickey Yu 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Group 3700 



